What’s Hot in Policy

Sandra Kerr is Executive Vice President, Policy for Opportunity Finance Network (OFN). OFN is s
national network of more than 160 financial institutions that creates growth that is good for
communities, investors, individuals, and the economy. Ms. Kerr leads OFN's policy efforts on
issues relating to economic development including CDFI Fund and appropriations, GSE reform
(Capital Magnet Fund), predatory lending, Community Reinvestment Act, and New Markets Tax
Credit. She is responsible for OFN's policy book, The Next American Opportunity: Good Policies
for a Great America. Prior to joining OFN, Ms. Kerr was Editor, The Journal of Gift Planning, as
well as Director, Government Education Services for the National Committee on Planned Giving,
an association whose 12,000+ members work in developing, marketing, and administering
charitable planned gifts. Ms. Kerr has worked in government relations for more than 20 years in a
variety of capacities. She is the author/editor of numerous articles and publications. She has
received several awards for her community work, as well as her writing, editing, and publishing
including the Indiana Society of Association Executives award for best magazine in the state. Ms.
Kerr graduated from Ball State University with a B.S. in Journalism and is a frequent speaker at
conferences and institutes regarding opportunity finance.

Cheryl Neas is Senior Vice President, Policy Development, at Opportunity Finance Network. She
oversees policy-related research and publications, analyzes regulatory and legislative proposals
affecting opportunity finance, and manages a variety of special projects, including co-editing “The
NEXT American Opportunity: Good Policies for a Great America.” Cheryl worked for OFN for more
than eight years beginning as an Associate with the CDFI Coalition in 1998, and rejoined OFN in
2008. Her fifteen years of community development and public policy experience also include a
stint as executive director of a statewide advocacy organization and its affiliated electoral arm,
and work with a startup community development corporation, where she developed and
implemented a microenterprise training program. Cheryl is a magna cum laude graduate of
Georgetown University.



