
 
 

Appendix A: Criteria 

Finance-Led Policy Criteria 
CDFI Capital & Leverage Financing 

We divide our policy efforts into four functions: 1) Issue-Based Lobbying (50%), which centers policy initiatives on 
specific issues; 2) Voice of Justice (15%), which seeks to narrow the gap in income, wealth, and power; 3) 
Educator/Advisor (25-35%), which focuses on production and distribution of resources, research, and information 
about topics of interest (to both internal and external audiences); and 4) Election-based (10% in election cycle), which 
is general education about candidates and educating candidates about our issues.  

We will pursue our primary focus on capital policy issues based on the following decision-making and 
resource allocation structure. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
  

The idea must: 
• Generate significant resources for CDFIs; 
• Have capacity and potential for bipartisan support; 
• Have potential for partnerships with other groups; 

and  
• Be pragmatic. 

Level 1: Champion (75%) 

• Core issues1 that we will take a leadership role 
promoting. 

• New capital projects that will generate hundred
of millions of dollars for opportunity finance.  

 

 

We will support other organizations if the issue: 
• Relates to capital; 
• Has the capacity and potential for bipartisan 

support; 
• Is consistent with our core values; and 
• Benefits related sectors that align with our 

strategic plan. 
 

Level 2: Supporter (15%) 

• Areas of interest to our industry, but not our 
core issues (i.e., small business). 

• Support the leadership of others; actively 
participate in working groups, sign-on 
letters, and attending Hill meetings initiated 
by the lead organization. 

 

The issue must: 
• Be directly relevant to our Members’ work; 
• Take into account the diversity of our Membership;
• Be consistent with our core values; and 
• Benefit particular sectors that align with our 

strategic plan. 
 

Level 3: Issues of Interest (10%) 

• Areas of interest that could affect our 
industry, but are not core issues (i.e., 
immigration, minimum/living wage). 

• Provide facts and overviews of the issues as 
well as resources for more information. 

 

1 Core issues are CDFI Fund, NMTC, GSE Reform, CRA, and Predatory Lending.

 


